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who hnud seen vislons and whose strange  pess know that the seyses respond o and of prophetic dresms which o

drenms hnd (or bhad not) come teue,
and who had received spisitual mani-
festations and seen apparitions—or at | .
lest whose second cousing and grest
uunts had witnessed the extraordinary.
Now the Princess dwelt ina palace
which hud once been w0 place of luxury
anid delight, where people could move
ahout fearlessly during all the twonty-
four hours of every day and night
But now that this Princess reigned iu
it. it was haunted by spirits, and, go
Intangible
presence or some  eerie appearance
filled every nook and corner of it. OUne
duy the Lord Chumberlain met o Shad-
owy lady in blue on the staircase, who
soemed 1o gaze at him out of eyeless
The Lord Chamberiain did
not fudl to relate his adventure, nnd
the next day the first mauid of Lonor !
envountered the same ludy in the pie-

where one might, sowe

sockets.

ture gallery. Then she wis seen hy
the ¢hief page: then by the mistress of
the robes,
the whaole household,
Princess harsel!,

insluding

the palaoe wod walked there as freely
as its royul mistress. Next. o phantom
eoach wis heorl at midnight o drive

up o the palace portals and o plinntom

hand rang furiously ut the geeit
N eye suw this vision. The cariasity
of those who puepsd remuained voornt-
ified.  But the sounds wers hennd by
miny. and those who heard shudderad
and clung to each other in dismuy.
Soon unusaal things happen«d in the
alave with rogulneity and frequeacy.
Nightly a coll und terrible hand w s
1aid upon the check of the Loed Chisf
Justice after he had extingmshed his
lightt  Nightly nlso a rostling silk
gown pas=ed through the ehamber of
the Generalissimo of the Armny. On

bum!:i_\'.«‘, ut 2 in the early 'morning. a
hysteric 1 laugh was laughed ot the
bedside of the Princess hesolf, and ot

an hour belore cock-crow every month
when the moon began to wane, feet
scuflled, a heavy body fell. and « decp

and dreadful gronn was uttered in the

apartmient of the poet laureate.  An

Intngble monk seomed to inhahiy the |

library; an Invisible but bloody pres-
ence was felt o inviile the ball room.
Min shunned the smaking room at Lhe
going down of the sun, beeause ut the
spartment was permented by the fuint
and exguisite nromn of o wbacew no
mortal had ever inlwled. The prand
piano in the drawibg robm was con-
stantly played upnn, and when the
Prineess nnid her soite enterad in haste
—tilthoogh but that ivstant the roomn
had been vinging with melody—the
pisng would be found elosed and the
aptirtment voll,  Children soampored
up and down the wide staircases, when
there were no children within & mile
of the palace. Dogs whined at closed
doors, and, lo! when one rosa to admit
the creature, no dog was to be found,
In short there was no end to the exira-
ordinury occurrences which tonk place
in the DPrincéess’ palace daily.
Princess grow thin and haggard, and
her large and luminous eyes looked as
if they would fall out of ber hend., And
ber whole court grew menger and

llid also, and none spoke ubove his
reath, and the women eclusterad to-
gether in twos and threes, and when
any one entered & room, the oceupunts
would ask at onee, ““What huve you
scen? What have you experienced?
What did you dream lnst night?"

Then some who had formerly held

high offices at the court, but who hail I

been displaced because they were in-
eredulous of the Princess’ sacond sight,
and because they had declared that he
only who desired to see ghosts saw
them. for that ghosts per se existed not,
drew together in cousultation aod
agreed that something must be done.

*Let us prevail upon the Princess to
marry. Marriage 15 a healthy state,”
said one.

This proposition was recciyed with
unanimity, and an audience of the
Princess being obtained, two gontlemen,
who had once been respectively Prime
Minister and Chiel Court Physician,
were admitted into her Royal Highness'
august presence. They found their
royal mistress—who was hersell as
slender as a lily and very wan—sur-
rounded by her muids of honor, len
and terrified damsels, and by her Min-
Isters of State—cadaverous and melun-
choly personages. The whole assem-
bly looked as if it were smitten by soma
painful nervous sickness; each one
glanced hither and thither, as though
devoured by some dread expoctancy—
all started at every sound, ind their
breusts heaved with Inexplicable emo-
tloas and thelr bony hunds were clinch-
ed convulsively.

i+ Or very pity the ex.chief physician
oould have wept. But he restrained
himsell. while 1h: ex-I'rime Minister
explained his errind, Legging respect-

thiy to inform the Princess that, while
she was striving to grasp the super-
patural, the natural was falling into
decay—that the army and navy were
becoming disorganized, foreign Powera
were growing aggressive, literature was
neglected and art and seience foryotten,
soclnl evils were uncemedied, and the
whole reaim waa becoming disufTected,

Then the Princess msuid, sighing,
**What would you have medo?"

Then the ex-Prime Minister replied
with cautlon, ““Madam, we would
ig!onl Highness bend your mind

the immaterial to the material,

read as your Royal
we not to quote the wise

maa's words: ‘Our business s not to
know all but $hose which con-

Soon she had been seen by
tie
and thenceforth the
eyeless blue lady became n denleen of

The |

of strange o

presaniime

mnpressions from within s well o< to
impiressions from without?

been realised. aud

il

marvelous Is

'Sir, what did you mean by that?” | und eceentric exhibvitions of psyeli
inquired the Princess, frowning phencmonn.  Bat the Prineess -t

“Masdom,”” said the ex-chiel physi- | smiled and sud, “These e only the
cian, boldly. “I mexn that in the brain | aorma displays of spleitual force and
messigas may e transmiitted uthe | lowest servants in my scullery have
ideational centors to the sesnsn o= | hind man tutivns ns murked and as
lis, and that these messages Trom | upoasonl,
within produce a similar effiect to the Aud some of the sultors wont pway

impressions cansed by external stimulls
hence, at the sugzestion of the idea-

croestinllion
allowed 10

But Hesded o
undergo the test, and to

L T

tiornl centers. sights may be ssan gud | thede the Princess sald, Tell me of
saunds heasd, wuy, even wsws, odors  whst I am thioking. This is not the
and  wetual  impressions  perveived | test, but it yon ean tell me that, vou
wilch are not objective at ull, but | will have accomplished something. ™

purely imaginury, "

“Do you meun, siv,” cried the Prio-
“that you thiok I invent the spir-
manifestations in which I ro-

Then each strove 1o read the royal
ldy's thought and one g
thing and ane another, But none could
divine. for the Princess alwnys
thinking that euch of her sultors was
more Yefiouws and unacceptighle than the
one that came Belure

Atlast there aeeived o young nod
handsome professor of mental phy=io-
logy.

“Madam."

sl ane

l‘l‘)-’l,
itin
Jole

“That which yvour Royal Highness
#0 aplly suggest= is what your Rova
IHighness” humble servint
think,”" said the ex-chief
with n low bow.

“If my chicf executioner were not

wita
3

fuin to
physician

sudd b, fthiere is no need

coufined to bis bed, and Yery HI feom | ypat | should try vour patience by ox-
the effects of ao awful vision which hiviting teicks of leserdemain, Al
wis rived 1o him Jast pight, In which Juggleries can I perform. But they

he siw all the executionoss of wll time
waging wit nguinst I the executed,
und the executed, forming s mighty
grmy. with their beads benewth their
arms_ subduinge the, [ would have you
biehendad,™ snid the Pringess,

The ex-chlef physiclun bowed again, |
and the ex-Prime Ministor hastened to
sy that, putting ssule all explunations
that might ba offered
tivity or subjectivity of spleitan! mani-
Testations, hoowoula comes 1o the point
of declaving thut he and 6l the rest of
her Royul Hilhuess faithiul sulyjects

ars dothing 1o me, sinee I oan set the
Thames on five, drauw blood from w
stone, run the ganotlet of eriticism
plek w quarrel, nurse rovengs, put
rod in  plekle, break my woth
heart, toach my grandmotlive 1o sudc
egos, entel no wenzel asleep, get aut of
bed on the wrong side, radse the wind,
pluy with fite, kil two bipds wish one
| stone, keep mysell close. lnugh on the
wrong side of my mouth, my
breath o cool my poreldge, kesp oo
sodrret,  stea] ki=<, hug shiore

hateh noplot, drive a bargadn, swallow

il

85 1o The objee-

LR

i the

curnestly desived thnt the Pringoss | indignity, make & mountain out of
might show hersell gnore  gracious a molelidll, reduce an wrgument 1o an

towards them, and to this end, trusting
that the indulgoges aof pure and hewlthy
domestie jovse would vendor hoe more

absurdity, double my pace, meke mon-
ey fly, find a vordicn prosorve my tom

- : per, mince muttors, croute confuslon,
mindful of the mundune needs of hee mugnlfy my own Importance, rivet
people. they Bumbly entreated their | youe aftention, take the bull by the

royval mistress o enter forthwith
the holy honds of wodloek.

At this the I'rineoss blushed. for she
was bul o woman, notwithstunding her
predilection fur the supernitus

“Bat I do not wish w mir:

o Jorms, and lose myself in a crowd. |

can also play upon the imuogination
and foal o woman to the top of her
bent.  Mudam, your Royal lligixm-a-
doubtless perceives that my relution,

) with the unseen’ powers are extroaord-
sald, : inney.  Mag it be that to yonr Roval
| “Novartheless, wa venture o im Hiphnuas moit, bumile servant, shall

plore your B
2 the matier
ister.

“But whom'should I murey? Whom
could T marry? sadd the Princess.
“Madam,” bagun the cx-Prime Min-

| l[i;‘_’]lll-'-.~ Lo vesomnsid-
sald thy ex-Piime Min-

be vouchsafed 10 pass the erucind tests
whinh I b the key Lo so great
eostasins

Then the Princess pesardoed Nim
with favit, and she snid, o Slr, how did
you otain thils reckortloment with the

ister, “there is the Prince of Supernaturil?
bt the Prineess cut him short. And the Professor mnde answer,
A Prinee is nought toame, she sald. “Madam, I have obtined it by {he

“What have 1 In common
nary mortnls who have no cozniznca
with the spirit-world. who are too
gross and carnul 1o discern the dnvisi-
ble or o apprehend the impalpable,
and whose organizations wre 1o conrse
1o receive ncorporesl monifestations?
Nuy, my lord, if you would have me
weld, you must find for me a husband
80 completely enrapport with the spirit
world that he shall pass through the
erieial test, wherewith I shall try him,
and retuin not only my esteom and eons
fidence but my adoring peversy e "

Al thede words the ex-Prim: Minis-
ter und the sx-chist physicinn drooped
thelr heads dejected'v, while o faint
murmur (rf Jl]lllf:[u'ﬂ' nrosse fl'fl[l'l T_hl_‘
thin lips of the courtiers.  But a child,
whao was seatod ot a stool at the Prin-
cess’ knew, the orplisn son of her dear-
est frien ] usked, “Godmother, what s
the test??

All listened for the answer.  But the
Princess was moody and would not ex-

with ordi- | most earelul and Incessunt eultivitton

of ‘o ceErtain pirt ol the brain, witlin
whighi lied the power of belng in toueh
with the unnpprowhed and the un-
approschuble.  In mest humao brains
these supri-normn! ganglin we mitrely
rudimentary, und to few is it given so
1o develop these High convolutions
that their mystic powers are declared.
But before these few ave spread the
minrvelous  mysteries  of  the other
world, of which grosser creatures
| know nought, nnd which they - in their
lgnornt and undeveloped stute —de-
ride”

“Professor,™ said the Princess, carn-
estly, “how can [ nattain this supra.
normul development?”

“Madam,” said the Professor,” by
perpetindly dwelling upon the supra-
normal iden. the supra-normal nerves
are set in mwotion and the supra-normal
grooves becomes fixed, and prosontly
the supra-normal ganglis dominate tho
whola: existence, The rest of the

plain. | mind may be dormant The senses
“When the time comes you will muy be dulled wnd  the intelloct
know," sha said. atrophied.  But the  supes-normal

groove will deepen and the suprn-nor-
mal nerves will work with more and
more werivity, till the highest state
| &hall be achieved —even eonstant com-
munion with the unperceived and the
imperceptible.  But if 1 mistuke not
| madam, your Royal Highness has al-
| reany reached thisultimate mate,”

“I have thouglit of the Supernatural
and of nothing clse for many yeurs,”
said the Princess.

“And you have percelved? sald he,
tentativaly,

“Many wonderful Things have been
manilested to me," sald sho, *Only
this morning the Idea of a Steanglod
Abbott accompanied mo from the mo-
ment of waking until noon. I did not
see if, neither did 1 hear its last gure-
ling breath, nor yet did I feel it. But
it was given me to apprehend that it
was there by o subtle and indescriba-
ble sense, which is vague and mydtic,
and yet sharp and  powerful us a |
Damascene blade.

*The supra-normal is ever wonder-
ful,™ murmured the Professor,

“Yet there are sume whoeall my |
delicate pareoptions nbnormal, who at- |
tribute’ my vislons to a discased and
morbid fancy, who impress upon me |
the manifestations 1 have peceived are
entirely subjective,” sald the Princoss.

*Those kre the conrse aud groveling
natures which ein not soar (o the cul-
tivation of the supra-narmil fucultjes, "

| said the Professor with warmth, «The
supra-normal  faculties of wguch . re
more rodimentary than those of the |
brutes, for even dogs bank at we know
not what, and howl dismally when
' death draws near.'

*Then you do not thinlk that my de-
light in spiritunl eommunion evidences
an unsound mind?"' kail the Princess.

“A thoisanl timey, no! eriad the

“What s your title w0 seek my  Professor, with mch enargy. [ be-
bhand?" she said then, | lieve that it inTicatss the evolution of

And one offcred her a paclc of cards | asixth ssnsa, which shali s ihis nsia te
and bade her name the oard that should | the fourth dimension, discover the
spring from among its follows. And | chemlesl properties of spleit, und be-

“WHAT 18 YOUR TITLE
HAND!"

Then the two ex-officers retired, sad
and desponding, and the Prinvess with-
drew into a dim chamber, where daily
0t that howr was heard the music of
unseen violing, played high in the air
by phantom fiddlers.

The ex-Ministers rubbed thelr hends
and thought. What was this crucial
teat wherewith the I'rincess should try
her would-bs hushand? And who would |
be found to submit himsell to the or-
deall The two good gentlemsn wera
soraly perplexed. But a rich princess
need not remndn single long, nad. s in
tha legends of faivylund, suitors quick-
ly presented themselves, each one con-

dent that the test, however haed It
might bo, was no harder a nut than he
oould conveniently erack.

Upon esch sultor who was brought
before har tho Princess turned her eyes

languidly.
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